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Students in Other
Countries Gain far More

in Secondary School



Source: NCES 1999-081R, Highlights From TIMSS
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93 Graduate from 
high school 

65 Complete at least 
some college 

33 Obtain at least a 
Bachelor’s Degree  

 

 

(25-to 29-Year-Olds)

Source: US Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census. March Current
Population Surveys, 1971-2001,  in The Condition of Education 2002.
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50 Complete at Least 
Some College  
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Bachelor’s Degree  

 

 

(25-to 29-Year-Olds)

Source: US Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census. March Current
Population Survey, 1971-2001, In The Condition of Education 2002.



63 Graduate from 
high school 

32 Complete at least 
some college 

11 Obtain at least a 
Bachelor’s Degree  

 

 

(25-to 29-Year-Olds)
Source: US Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census. March Current
Population Surveys, 1971-2001, In The condition of Education 2002.



58 Graduate from High

School

7 Obtain at least a

Bachelor’s Degree

(24 Year Olds)



Young People From 

High Income Families  

60% 

Young People From  

Low Income Families  

7% 
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United States  +4 

Delaware  +17 

Florida  +12 

Montana  -2 

 

 

Source: USDOE, NCES, National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP)

* Gains Between 1998 and 2003



United States  +4 

Delaware  +15 

Florida  +12 

Montana  -1 

 

 

Source: USDOE, NCES, National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP)

* Gains Between 1998 and 2003



Source: EdWatch Online, http://www.edtrust.org



Source: EdWatch Online, http://www.edtrust.org



Source: EdWatch Online, http://www.edtrust.org



Source: EdWatch Online, http://www.edtrust.org



Source: EdWatch Online, http://www.edtrust.org



Source: EdWatch Online, http://www.edtrust.org



United States  +6 

South Carolina  +17 

Louisiana  +14 

Montana  +3 

 

 

Source: USDOE, NCES, National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP)

* Gains Between 1996 and 2003



United States  +6 

South Carolina  +18 

North Carolina  +16 

Montana +3 

 

 

Source: USDOE, NCES, National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP)

* Gains Between 1996 and 2003



Source:  EdWatch State Summaries, http://www.edtrust.org
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West Manor Elementary
Atlanta, GA
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Source: The Education Trust, Dispelling the Myth Online.  Based on scale score in KY CATS assessment system.



Source: Dispelling the Myth Online, http://www.edtrust.org
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Source: Missouri Department of Elementary and Secondary Education, http://www.dese.state.mo.us
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Math Achievement
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Source: Montana Office of Public Instruction
http://www.opi.state.mt.us/



Reading Achievement 

55 53 57 53 52

0

20

40

60

80

100

All

Students

American

Indian

White Low

Income

LEP

N
o

rm
a
l 
C

u
rv

e
 E

q
u

iv
a
le

n
t

           2003 Montana Reading AYP Target = 45

Source: Montana Office of Public Instruction http://www.opi.state.mt.us/



Math Achievement

61 61 61 59 59

0

20

40

60

80

100

All

Students

American

Indian

White Low

Income

LEP

N
o

rm
a
l 
C

u
rv

e
 E

q
u

iv
a
le

n
t

         2003 Montana Mathematics AYP Goal = 45

Source: Montana Office of Public Instruction http://www.opi.state.mt.us/



Source: Montana Office of Public Instruction http://www.opi.state.mt.us/



Reading Achievement 

57 55

0

20

40

60

80

100

All Students Low Income

Students

N
o

rm
a
l 
C

u
rv

e
 E

q
u

iv
a
le

n
t

      2003 Montana Reading AYP Target = 45

Source: Montana Office of Public Instruction http://www.opi.state.mt.us/



Math Achievement

56 56

0

20

40

60

80

100

All Students Low Income

Students

N
o

rm
a
l 
C

u
rv

e
 E

q
u

iv
a
le

n
t

          2003 Montana Mathematics AYP Goal = 45

Source: Montana Office of Public Instruction http://www.opi.state.mt.us/



Source: Montana Office of Public Instruction http://www.opi.state.mt.us/



Reading Achievement 

63
55

0

20

40

60

80

100

All Students Low Income

Students

N
o

rm
a
l 
C

u
rv

e
 E

q
u

iv
a
le

n
t

       2003 Montana Reading AYP Target = 45

Source: Montana Office of Public Instruction http://www.opi.state.mt.us/



Math Achievement

62 57

0

20

40

60

80

100

All Students Low Income

Students

N
o

rm
a
l 
C

u
rv

e
 E

q
u

iv
a
le

n
t

         2003 Montana Mathematics AYP Goal = 45

Source: Montana Office of Public Instruction http://www.opi.state.mt.us/





92%
96%

42%

55%

97%

72%

0%

25%

50%

75%

100%

1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002

P
a
s
s
in

g
 T

A
A

S
 m

a
th

 t
e
s
t

African American Latino White



0

20

40

60

80

100

1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003

P
e

r
c

e
n

t 
P

r
o

fi
c

ie
n

t

African American

Latino

White

40 35
19

Source: North Carolina Department of Public Instruction, http://www.ncpublicschools.org



180

190

200

210

District of

Columbia

Los

Angeles

Atlanta Chicago Cleveland National

Public

San

Diego

Charlotte Houston New York

City

Boston

 Low-Income African American Students 

do Better in Some Districts 

(NAEP Reading 4th 2003) 
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Entered Public 2 -Year 
Colleges  

26% 

Entered 4 -Year Colleges  45% 

Other Postsecondary  4% 

Total 75% 

 

 

Source: NELS: 88, Second (1992) and Third (1994) Follow up; in, USDOE, NCES, “Access to
Postsecondary Education for the 1992 High School Graduates”, 1998, Table 2.



4 year Colleges 26%

2 year Colleges 45%

Source: Tom Mortensen, Postsecondary Opportunity, No. 89, November 1999





Source: USDOE, NCES, Vocational Education in the United States: Toward the Year 2000, in Issue Brief:
Students Who Prepare for College and Vocation

*Grade 8-grade 12 test score gains based on 8th grade achievement.
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Ninth-grade English performance, by high/low level
course, and eighth-grade reading achievement quartiles
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